
NATIONAL RAILROAD 
C’ONNECTING THE ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC. 

t i  OUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES O F  THE U. STATES, 
JANUARY 25, 1S45. 

‘*Ir. L’RATT, o f  Nc\v Y o l k ,  prcaentcd the mcmorial of Asa Whitney, 
:,ierchnnt of that Stxte, w h o  has recently returncd from China,) pray­

11,yfbr the appropriation of a ccrtniii portion of thc pulilic lands for con-
i‘. :tiny a l inilrond fkom Jalrc: Alichignn through the Rocky  Mountains 
. e Orcgon ’I’erritory, o n  the shores of thc Pac,ific Ocean. 
.h prcscntiilg this tncmorial, Mr. P. remarked, that the suhjcct wns 

8 3 o f  the most important eharactcu-alike valnahlc and mngni ficent­
ivu r thy  of‘ tlic attention and patronage. of the. American pcoplc. 

\I that t i c  Orcgon question is undcr discussion in the halls of Con­
s, and iiitlectl cvery where throughont the wholc 1and-v.oin is em­

iaticully the time for considering most scrionsly, all thc  bearings q f  an 
iportant project of this character. F o r  the most cxtended commercial 
Irlioscs-for the convciiience and ndvantngc of tlic whole American 
.)plc--nnd last, hi i t  not Icnst, for thc purpose of sccuring the Amer ican  

:tc!szts i:i tlic vast rcgions of o rcgon ,  and promoting the capacities of 
i ~ f ’  coininDn roiintry for warlike dcfcncc as wrll as  for all thc advantages 

m f u l  iiitereourse bctwccn tlic pcoplc dwelling on  the shores of the 
tic and Pacific ocenns, t h c  pro,ji:ct of’ liicilitnting tho  intcrcoiirse by 

: J  : ond and stcnin-power i s  one of the nolilclst to wli ich the nttctition of 
Z l l o ~ vcitizcns an:l tlic cncrgics of o u r  (Ajvcrnment could n o w  he eli­
ti. S u c h  n v:i;t lino o f  co’niiiiiiiic~tioii,nncc cotnplctctl, ~rooltlprnvi: 

1. the iiitcrcsts of our  willcly cxtomlcd 
tcrr: ary-iti e ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ~ l i ~ ~ gt i i , :  111 of o i ~ rfYix inst,iti~tioiis-in SirCngth-

I I ~ C  friciii!!y boirils ~ v h i  < togcthcr tlicec States j i i  on r  p l 1 , 1  
1 coiiretli’rncy. Anil, iri :id:litiuu to 311 th is ,  from the facilities 

d k i l  such a linc id’iiitcrcoiirsc woulil nKud-from the  fact that, i t i  f!ir* 
n.:sliirig n ilircct w ~ ~ s / r r l , yp m w p  hc l l r ) cc? t  G i r r o p  mail CILhfi>it WOIIIJ  
co;isuiiimatc whnt ( h l o r n o a s  and ot1ir.r na-iiyator.s loiig noiizlit to o1)tain­
: addition to a l l  the fi)ragoinq considcratious, lie rcpcntcd, this Atlantic 

cific Railroail, ilmnagcd with proixx l i l c rd i ty ,  would soon becorni: 

R A T T  again inroltcd for the wholc siikject the 
h is  Hoosc, and of the people at  h rgc  ; especially 
tcs t hc  scttlcmciit of thi: coiinrry along the, route, 
lni!road advances in  its progress toivards tho 

1’:ici .ii: ocean. 
the ramnrlrs of Col. I ’ ‘RB,FT,  thc memorial, on his motion, wa. 

P ~ O P ~ L ‘ J  to tlic Committee on Rciilroa& alld Can& 

1 

jhod
Some text in columns could not be captured. 



NATIONAL RAILROAD, CONKECTIKG 1’ P. 

ATLANTIC A N D  PACIFIC OCEAKS. 
-

MEMORIAL. 
TGt h p  Senate  and ~ I a u s cof Representntiaes of t h e  United Stntm, in C o ~ g  

assembled. 
Your Mernw:alist begs respectfully to  rcprcsent t o  your Iionorni,Ir 1:”!1y, tllnt. 

rivers, railroad. ind canals, all the States east and north of tho Potoinac, c o w ,  
directly wit11 f l ic  w n t r r s  of the great Lakes.  That thcre is a cljnin 0:’ milroad 
projection and bq,i,-gbirilt, from New York to the Soulhcrn s l io re~of L d h c  Aliclii 
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its vicinity to ,  or facility to conimnnicatc with, any of the rivers, canals, or rail. 
roads crosscd by this grc:it road .  

Your h1einori;ilist would respectfully rcpresent to your honorablc body, thepolit i .
cal importancr the project-that, :~ i Ib~di i~ga communication from Washington 
t o  tllc ColUIll!JitL river i i i  less than cigiit days, a naval depot, With a Comparatively 
stii;rll mvy ,  would c o u i n m d  tlio l’acilic, thc  South Atlantic and  Indian Oceans, 
a n i l  tlio Cliiiicsc scas. 

l - n u r  ilIciiiorialist begs rcspcctfiilly to rcpresent further to your honorable body, 
111:it 110 can  sce 110 ways or nie,ins liy which this great and important object can be 

fornccorir~i~is i ic~ ages to COII lC,  eLccpt hy a grant of a sugicient yuantity of the 
I : U / I / I C  ~ O J I Z U ; ~; arid your h1ctiiori;llist bclievcs that  from the proceeds of such B 
grrrrit, lie will be el~nblerlt o  co inylv~csaid road in  a reasonable t ime, and at t h e  
s,iiiio time scttli: t i l l s  vast rozioii oi country, so fur as  tlio lands niay bc found suit­
cd to eultir:rtion, w i t h  an  iiiilustrions and frugal pcople ; thus,  in a comparatively 
.-iiiirL s p e c  01’ tiint, ~ l ~ C ~ l l l ~ J ~ i h ~ l i l l ~i v h t  would otberwise require ages, and thus at  
oncc giving us i i t c  [ioivcr 01’ dict;itioii to those who will not long remain aatisficd 
v 1tiiodL i i i i  t i l t i ~ i i i ~ , ~to iiict;tlc t o  11s. 

Our systctn ~ J TI?CC ( ;ovornn~i:nt  works so well, diffusing 60 much intelligcnce, 
.i;>1)eiibiiigc , i i j ; ~ l,itihticC, i l l 1 1 1  i iisuriug s:ili:ty to all, and producing so mncli comfort 

~ d~ t prospcriiy, t11 .1~  i ts  I I I I I I I ~ I I C Ci i ius t ,  like a mighty flood, swcep away  all 
)1!1,.1 sysluil ls. J!(,t, ICLl ib illJt i h t t c r  ourscivcs tha t  this overwhelming current  is 

IIUI: ; f o r  t o  u s  dircctly will that  resistance be applied ; and your  
cs tiiat \re inuet yat meet thc desperate and  fiual struggle which 

pc’rjwtuatc OUL‘ sys tc in  niid religious ; ~ n dcivil liberty. 
I l o ~ i r1ionor.lhIc i ~ d y;ire nivilrc of thc over-population of Europe ;  and your 

‘uinorialist i v o t i d  r ~ ~ ~ p ~ ~ t i ’ ~ l I yrcprcscnt that ,  by the  application of machinery and  
isihrti tut  io i i  tLr  ~iiai ,u:iIl obo r ,  t i lo  i,ittcr n o  longer rcccives i ts  just  or sufficicnt 
,iv;!id; iind ~ I I U ~ I S , ~ I I ~ ~ ,i n  tlic fear of staivatioil at home, are driven to  our shores, 
o;,ttig, from O W  widc-sprcad xntl fut.Ilc soil, to find a rich reward for their labors. 

cii ; tli,it it wili taku t l ~ cpour niifortunatcs to a land where they will be 
c o c i i ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 a dto  Ltlor for a subsiatoncc, and as they will goon find tha t  their labor 
niid efl’orts rccc i ro  :I jufit and suf ic icnt  rcwartl, finding tliomselves surroundcd 
w i t u  roiriibrt iiiiil plenty, tllc reward of tilcir own toil, their encrgies will kindle 
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western coast of Mexico and South America, of the Sandwich Islands, Japan, all 
China,  Manilla,  Australia, Java,  Singapore, Calcutta,  and Bombay--not only all 
ours, but tho cornmcrcc of all Europc, t o  the most of these places, must  pass ttris 
road. Your memorialist says must, because the saving o f  time, so all irnportarit to 
thc  mcrcliant, frnm tlic long and hazardous voyage around either of ttre Capes, 
would compel it ; and in a few years would be built u p  torvns, cities, and villages, 
from tlic liilcc to the ocean, which would alone snpl,ort the road. 

Being built  froin t h e  public lands, the road should be Frrc, except so far as SUE. 
cient for the ncccssary cxpenscs of keeping it in operation, repairs, &c., &c. ; and  
your memorialist believes that,  a t  a very low rate of tolls, a sum ivould be gaincfi 
sufficient, after all current expenses, t o  make  a handsome distribation for public 
education ; and as a part  of tlic earnings of tho road wili be from foreign commerce, 
your memorialist begs respectfully to  submit the eulljcct, t o  your wise considera­
t ion.  

Your mcmorinlist respectfully further reprcscnts to your honorablc body, that ,  
from tlic linowledge lie can procure, he finds that  the lands for a long distance east 
of the mountains are of little or n o  value for culture ; t ha t  through aud for some 
distance bcyond the mountains would also bc of very little if a n y  value ; and tlicre­
fore your memorialist is satisficd that  i t  will requirc a n  entire tract  of sixty miles 
i n  width from as near to Lake  BIicliigan as the  unappropriatcd lands coniinence to 
the  Pacific Ocean. Tliercforc, in view of all tlir: i rnpo~ tan tconsiderations hcrc set  
forth, your mrmorinlist is inducod to pray that your honorablc body will grant to 
Iiiniselt, his liuirs and assigns, such tract of'lsntl, thc  proceeds of whicli to be strictly 
and  Ft~ithfullynpplictl to t h e  building and e o n i j ~ l ~ t i i qthe  said road---alrvays with 
sucli clieclcs and gunrnntccs to your honorablc I~odyiis shall accure a Fdithful per. 
fbrniaiice of all tlic obligations and dutics of your nmnorial ia t ;  and t l l a t .  after tile 
faithful completion of' this great work, should any  lands rcmiii i  unsold, or any  
moneys clue for lauds, or any balance of' moneys receivcd for h o d s  sold, and which 
have n o t  been required for the building of this road, then all and  every of them 
shall belong t o  your memorialist, his hcirs and :irsigns forever. 

Your inomorialist prays further that  your  honorable body will order a survey of 
raid routc, to coinmencc at some point to be fixcd upon, as most desirable, on the 
sliorcs of Lxkc  Rlicliigan, bctween tlie 42d and 45th dcgrces of north lati tudc ; 
tlicncc west to  tlic gap or pass in  the mountains ; and thence by the  most prnctica­
blc routc 1.0 the Pircific ocean. 

Your incmorinlist monld ~rspcctfnl lyrrprnwnt nn- fiirthcr consirleration to  y o u r  
Ilonorablc bo,ly-tliat, in his opinion, Urcgoii mist Ctst fill u p  with an  industrious, 
enterprising peoplo fiom our States, and th;tt they will soon at t ract  and draw to  
tlicrn people from tho (IifTcrcnt Srntcs of ~ U r o J W ,d l  cxpecting to  sharc in  tho 
bencfits of oar frcc governmcnt, el:iiniirig its car(: n11d protection; hnt  tlir: difficulty 
of acccss to thcin citlicr by land or water will forbid such an hopc. And your 
1noniori;iliPI. l,clicvcs that  t he  limo is not f'ir dist:rnt when Oregon must become a 
State  of such magnitude and importancc, as, unless this rapid mode of Intercornmu. 
nication s h n l l  l ic omployed in preserving the Union, t o  compel tho establishment of :: 
separate govcrnmcnt-a separate nation, wliich will have cities, ports, and harbors, 
all free, inviting all thc nations of tlic earl!i to n free tradc with tlicm, where tlicy 
rvill control and monoliolizc thc vnlunblc fis1icrii.s of the Pacific, control tlic coast 
tradc of Mexico and Sou th  America,  of Saiid!ricli Islands, J apan  and all  Cliina, 
atid be our most dangerous and successful rivals i n  t l ir  commerce of thc  mnrld. 
But  your memorialist helievcs tha t  this road will un i te  them to us, cnabl ing khcm 
t o  rcccivc the protecting care of our Governmciit, sliariiig in 11s blessings, benefits, 
and prosperity, and imparting to us our sliarc of tlic great benefits f'roin tlicir local 
pojition, cntcrprisc, and industry. But your lionorablc body will soe all this and 
more, and your nmrnorialist, a s  in duty bound, will cvcr pray, 

A. WHITNEY 
January 25, 15-15. 

Tlio honorablo Mr. nicltenaon from New Yorlc preeented in  tho Scnatc,  aiid 
the  l ,onorat~lchlr. Z. Prat t  prcscntcd in tho House-to bo printed and ref'errcd 
the Corninittco on Roads and Canals.  




